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The adoption of either of these lines necessarily causes compli-
cations in the use of the river, in access to its banks and,
where necessary, in the maintenance of flood prevention works
and navigational facilities.
The shoreline is less frequently used than the navigable
channel as a boundary. It also is liable to change, but it is
generally more clearly marked than the two previous lines. One
interesting case will suffice to show the difficulties inherent in
such a selection. The Pact of Rome of IQ241 defined the Italo-
Jugoslav boundary in the vicinity of Fiume and laid it down
that the line should follow the western bank of the Fiumara
Channel of the River Eneo so that sovereign power over the
lower, navigable channel was given to Jugoslavia, but, " . , .
this sovereignty shall not extend to the left2 bank, from the
base to the extreme edge of the coping, as this bank forms the
frontier limit of Italian territory." This meant that maintenance
of the bank of what was to all intents and purposes a Jugoslav
river was in Italian hands and the right shore could not legally
be used for the construction of quays by either party. The
intended effect was to force Jugoslavia to use Italian owned
docking facilities in Fiume, but the actual result was to
force the Jugoslavs to extend their docks and equipment at
Split and Metkovic much further south on the Adriatic
coast.
Difficulties also arise in the determination and use of
median lines and navigable channels in lakes, more particularly
in those cases where the water bodies are valuable arteries of
commerce or contain useful fishing-grounds. The Great
Lakes of North America provide the best examples,
partly because, in the aggregate, they constitute the largest
area of fresh water in the world, partly because they are a
geographical frontier between Canada and U.S.A., but mainly
because boundary disputes connected with them have been
settled peacefully and to the mutual satisfaction of both
parties.
It would be a mistake to think that water boundaries give
1 League of Nations Treaty Series, Vol. xxiv, 1924.
* "Left" here clearly meant "right" and is an example of misuse of terms
which is sometimes found in treaty arrangements.